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Dartmouth College 

 

It often feels like when Dartmouth accepted my mind they never realized this lesbian, black, 

female body would come along. During my time at Dartmouth I have been sexually assaulted by 

a woman, called a fag to my face and online countless times, and experienced pervasive 

discrimination and racial profiling. Dartmouth has a pervasive culture of silence, the students 

have so little faith in the reporting process and the judicial process that many of us no longer 

report them. When people learned that I was sexually assaulted by a woman who was a friend, 

many did not believe it was possible for a woman to be assaulted by another woman. I was 

discouraged from reporting it because it would be so much harder to prove with a woman as the 

perpetrator. My friends said I should be happy it was by someone who cared about me. When I 

reported to the college that there is pervasive harassment, I was blatantly ignored.  

 

To find a community of likeminded friends, I went through the women’s sorority rush process. I 

wanted to join a house with a community of support that I did not feel I had found in many other 

places, primarily because of my identity. During this process, I was racially profiled, had a 

sorority president send an email to other sororities lying about me, and I was harassed online and 

called a reverse racist and a fag because I am a queer black woman.  

 

I reported this to administrators and the council in charge of the rush process with a witness to 

corroborate my story, they instead questioned my mental health, and discouraged me from 

clarifying my story. I was actively discouraged from going through the adjudication process. I 

was told that very little would be done and that the process would be very triggering. The 

sanctions they applied to my harassers were light and not mandatory. During this time, I 

continued to be harassed and was even asked to help facilitate community discussions with my 

harassers.  

 

On April 19th I protested with 15 other Dartmouth students, including Lea. After the protest I 

was chastised by a professor and forced to go to class with students who made me deeply 

uncomfortable due to past harassment, which was the primary trigger which lead to me being 

hospitalized for PTSD. I now have to withdraw from classes, and I will lose the tuition dollars 

and financial aid from this term.  

 

This college has failed me on so many occasions. All I want is to have a space to be myself, and 

still be safe. These legal complaints do not only relate to sexual assault, they have to do with our 

colleges administrations’ failure to acknowledge, adequately respond and prevent harassment, 

assault, and violence. Every single one of my friends has either experienced or has been 

personally affected through a close friend experiencing assault or harassment. This is an 

epidemic and college’s need to start following the law. 










