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the title of Farmer of the Year by the Kiwanis 
Club of Tulare. 

Mr. Sola was born in Porterville, California 
and developed his love of farming at two 
years old from his father, John Sola. As a high 
school student, he rented his first twenty acres 
of land as part of a Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) project, and Dave Linder from Linder 
Equipment financed his first tractor and disc. 
He later served as FFA president during his 
senior year and earned his FFA State Farmer 
Degree. Mr. Sola graduated from Tulare Union 
High School in 1978 and from the College of 
the Sequoias with a degree in agriculture in 
1981. 

Mr. Sola is a fourth-generation farmer who 
has devoted his life to nurturing the land his 
family has tended since it was homesteaded 
in 1903. Mr. Sola has extensive experience 
growing products including cotton, corn, 
wheat, tomatoes, sugar beets, broccoli, cauli-
flower, and watermelons, all of which are im-
portant crops to Central Valley. He also uses 
these skills to help his neighbors, members of 
the community, and landowners in the area 
with their commercial farming. 

Mr. Sola is committed to fostering the Cen-
tral Valley’s next generation of farmers. He 
spends his time teaching his son, Vin, about 
the family business, emphasizing the hard 
work and dedication needed to run a success-
ful farm. It is because of farmers like Mr. Sola 
that the Central Valley thrives, and I want to 
thank him for his commitment to our agricul-
tural community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in cele-
brating Mr. Vincent Sola, as he is awarded the 
Farmer of the Year Award by the Kiwanis Club 
of Tulare. His contributions to the Central Val-
ley will be felt for generations to come. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 12TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF WOMEN’S ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP DAY 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 12th Anniversary of Wom-
en’s Entrepreneurship Day, celebrated globally 
on November 19. 

In the United States alone, over 14 million 
of our Nation’s 36.2 million small businesses 
are owned by women, employing around 10.7 
million workers and contributing an astounding 
$2.1 trillion in revenue. These women-led 
businesses are a cornerstone of our economy, 
and I extend my deepest commendation to the 
women behind them. 

Today, I celebrate the Women’s Entrepre-
neurship Day movement, founded by Wendy 
Diamond. Twelve years ago, Wendy launched 
the Women’s Entrepreneurship Day Organiza-
tion (WEDO) with an unyielding commitment 
to elevate and empower women in entrepre-
neurship at a time when then vital role in the 
global economy was still underappreciated. 

Since its inception, WEDO has led trans-
formation initiatives, including providing 
microloans to over 10,000 women in need and 
launching the WEDO Entrepreneurial Arts 
Education Program for disadvantaged female 
students. WEDO also launched a 

groundbreaking AI education program with 
world-renowned experts, aimed at empowering 
1 million disadvantaged women entrepreneurs 
with cutting-edge skills. 

WEDO has also partnered with Defy Ven-
tures to drive the Entrepreneurs in Training 
(EIT) program, achieving an outstanding 84 
percent success rate among formerly incarcer-
ated women by providing them with a path to 
opportunity and reintegration. 

This year, WEDO welcomed iHeartMedia as 
a national partner iHeart’s influential broadcast 
and digital network will promote Women’s En-
trepreneurship Day, highlight local women en-
trepreneurs across the country, and amplify 
this movement’s impact in communities nation-
wide. 

In recognition of this extraordinary mile-
stone, the Women’s Entrepreneurship Day Or-
ganization Pioneer Awards honor exceptional 
leaders who have pioneered new frontiers 
across various fields. 

I include in the RECORD this year’s hon-
orees: 

Angelina Jolie, Humanitarian, Artist, and 
Entrepreneur; Rachel Drori, Founder of 
Daily Harvest; Howard Morgan, Cofounder of 
Renaissance Technologies, Chairman of B 
Capital, and Cofounder of First Round Cap-
ital; Chloe Ting, Global Fitness and Wellness 
Entrepreneur, Gloria Allred, Civil Rights At-
torney and Founding Partner of Allred, 
Maroko & Goldberg, Jesse Draper, Founder 
of Halogen Ventures, Sheila Lino Marcelo, 
Cofounder and CEO of Ohai.ai, and Founder 
of Proof of Learn and Care.com. 

As we celebrate this profound milestone, let 
us be resolute in our commitment to providing 
the essential tools and programs that enable 
young women not only to survive but to truly 
flourish in the dynamic world of entrepreneur-
ship. 
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OPPOSITION LETTER LED BY THE 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION ON THE COMMON-SENSE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND AC-
COUNTABILITY NOW IN DC ACT 
OF 2025 (H.R. 5107) AND THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA CASH BAIL 
REFORM ACT OF 2025 (H.R. 5214) 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, the 
House of Representatives debated the Com-
mon-Sense Law Enforcement and Account-
ability Now in DC Act of 2025 (H.R. 5107) and 
the District of Columbia Cash Bail Reform Act 
of 2025 (H.R. 5214). I include in the RECORD 
a letter opposing these bills led by the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union. 

November 18, 2025. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Democratic Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND LEADER 
JEFFRIES: On behalf of the ACLU, ACLU DC, 
National Urban League, and The Bail Project 
we write to express our opposition to the 
D.C. Cash Bail Reform Act (H.R. 5214) and 
the Common Sense Law Enforcement and 
Accountability in D.C. Now Act (H.R. 5107). 

We urge all Members to ‘‘Vote NO’’ on H.R. 
5214 and H.R. 5107. The ACLU will score these 
votes. 

THE D.C. CASH BAIL REFORM ACT 
H.R. 5214, the DC Cash Bail Reform Act, re-

quires mandatory detention on a wide range 
of cases and is almost certainly unconstitu-
tional under the requirements set out by the 
Supreme Court in United States v. Salerno. 
This bill would reverse more than 30 years of 
successful, data-driven pretrial policy re-
forms in D.C. and replace it with a wealth 
based system that fuels mass incarceration, 
racial disparities, and benefits the 2 billion 
dollar bail industry. 

D.C.’s pre-trial system is grounded in indi-
vidual assessment, not based on wealth. The 
federal Pretrial Services Agency for the Dis-
trict of Columbia evaluates each person’s 
likelihood of appearing in court and assesses 
individualized conditions of release to sup-
port community safety. The results of D.C.’s 
current risk and safety based pretrial system 
outperform most cash-bail jurisdictions in 
the country. Ninety-two percent of people re-
leased pretrial in D.C. remain arrest-free be-
fore trial, 87% appear for their court dates, 
and 86% complete the pretrial period without 
any compliance violation. 

H.R. 5214 would replace D.C.’s current risk 
and safety based system with a cash bail sys-
tem that requires mandatory detention for a 
wide range of conduct. Cash bail would dis-
proportionately harm Black D.C. residents. 
Nearly 90% of the D.C. jail population and 
80% of the people released through the Pre-
trial Services Agency are Black, due to sys-
temic overpolicing. Abolishing D.C.’s pre- 
trial system which balances risk and safety 
and on an individualized basis, and replacing 
it with a cash bail system which favors re-
lease for wealthy defendants and imprisons 
those who cannot afford bail, would deepen 
existing racial disparities and disproportion-
ately separate Black families from their 
communities, jobs, and housing. 

The District of Columbia has operated a 
successful risk and safety based system for 
more than three decades. These policies were 
informed by input from local stakeholders 
including courts, prosecutors, police, and 
community members. Congress should not 
override the local policy making process of 
D.C. stakeholders and the will of D.C. resi-
dents and democratically elected leaders. 

A pre-trial system that relies on regular 
check-ins, targeted social-service referrals, 
and text message reminders consistently 
outperforms cash bail systems at securing 
appearance and protecting public safety. 
Maintaining housing, employment, child- 
care, and medical care substantially reduces 
recidivism and promotes community safety. 
D.C.’s current pre-trial system is a cali-
brated approach to public safety that appro-
priately weighs public safety risks while also 
considering the need of individuals to main-
tain critical supports such as housing and 
employment on a case by case basis. In con-
trast, H.R. 5214 would implement a cash bail 
system that would financially ruin many of 
D.C.’s lower income families, force many 
parents, disproportionately women and 
Black women, out of the workforce, and ex-
pose children to the well-documented harms 
of parental detention, all of which increase 
long-term risks to public safety and commu-
nity wellbeing. The D.C. Cash Bail Reform 
Act will harm D.C. residents and will not 
make D.C. safer because it ignores the evi-
dence and data on pretrial detention and 
thirty years of local input and governance. 

THE COMMON SENSE LAW ENFORCEMENT AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY IN D.C. NOW ACT 

H.R. 5107, the Common Sense Law Enforce-
ment and Accountability in D.C. Now Act, 
would repeal D.C.’s Comprehensive Policing 
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