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LOOK: What major laws were passed the year you were born? 

Jeff Parsons Published: March 2, 2024 

Data for this list was acquired from trusted online sources and news outlets. Read on to 
discover what major law was passed the year you were born and learn its name, the vote 
count (where relevant), and its impact and significance. 
 

1973: Roe v. Wade 
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that access to safe, legal abortions is a constitutional right 
in its famous Roe v. Wade case. The ruling determined a woman can terminate an early 
pregnancy within the first trimester. The decision affected abortion laws of 46 other states. 
 

 
 
[Pictured: Norma McCorvey (Jane Roe) and her lawyer Gloria Allred on the steps of the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1989.] 
 

https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/issues/abortion/roe-v-wade
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